o DATES TO REMEMBER

01/26/08— Leadership
Training Day Grass Valley,
CA

APRIL 4-6, 2008 Western
Jurisdictional Quadrennial,
Honolulu, HI

_04/26/08-District Officers
Meeting

" 07/11-13/08-District Re-
treat Mercy Center, Auburn,
CA

08/15-17/08-Mission Event
Spiritual— I Believe in Jesus
Geo-Israel and Palestine
Social —Native American
Peoples

09/27/08-Fall District Cele-
bration, Portola CA

10/25/08-Annual UMW
Conference Celebration-TBA

11/01/08-District Officers
Meeting, Home of Sandie

The Purpose of the
United Methodist
Women

The organized unit of the
United Methodist Women
shall be a community of
women whose purpose is
to know God and to ex-
perience freedom as
whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop
a creative supportive fel-
lowship; to expand con-
cepts of mission through
participation in the global
ministries of the church.

LEADERSHIP
TRAINING DAY

January 26, 2008

Grass Valley UMC, 236
Church St. Grass Valley,
CA

9:30 AM coffee 10:00
.AM Program 12:00 PM
Luncheon $12.00 Dead-
line for reservations to
Sherrill Sweeney by
January 19, 2008.

See enclosed flyer.
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Greetings from the District President

Susan Kopp— District President Returning to the Committee

Wow! It seems funny for me to be introducing myself to you. While having just
completed 37 of the 38 charge conferences with our District Superintendent
Rev. Jerry Smith and Lay leader Blanche Farnam. However, I recognize that

‘many of you do not attend charge conferences. I have the humble call to be
‘your District President this year. One interesting fact for most is that I share

John Wesley'’s birthday. This year will be my half century mark.
My husband, Dan is the only retired fire fighter in Nevada County. Our daugh-

ter, Katie and Owen (our eight year old grandson) live close to our home. Our

son, Adam is currently serving in the Navy on a Submarine. He and his family
(new baby due the first week of January) are in Silverdale, WA.

I don’t remember the year I joined UMW. My pledge was prayer. I have been
at NCUMC longer than anywhere else in my life, it is my home. My attendance

'at my unit’s meetings (on my lunch break) is very brief. Sadly I miss most of

the meeting due to my work. I am the Fair Trade Coffee lady, I love that.

My service to UMW is relatively new, and the more I learn the more my dedica-

tion grows to continue our heritage. Please make time to introduce yourself to
me. I'm looking forward to this year, and themany new friendships we will
weave together for God’s service. My angel blessings to each of you, Susan

“Don’t Miss The Boat”

PROGRAM RESOURCES-JOYCE
SPENCE

SPIRITUAL GROWTH in Speech and Drama. I re-
turned to NV and have lived in
I'm BARBARA WELCH, your  ejther Reno or Carson City since
new Spiritual Growth chair- then. I was married. My hus-
person. Iwas born in Reno pand is deceased. I have no

in 1943 and lived there with chijldren. I am retired.

my parents, my two sisters,
my brother and my mater-
nal grandfather until I
graduated from UNR in
1965. I have a degree in
Education with a major in
English and a minor in
Speech and Drama.

I am the Program Resources Sec-
retary, and a few days ago or-
dered the books and other re-
sources that will be on display at
I became a member of the- our District Leadership Training
FUMC, Carson City ten or Day at Grass Valley, CA. on Janu-
twelve years ago. Our unit has ary 26. If you will be at the meet-
a monthly luncheon (potiuck) ing, be sure to come and browse
which I always try to attend. I and buy, or take note of the books
have not served as an officer you want to purchase directly
until this year, when I accepted from the Mission Resource Cen-
the post of Spiritual Growth ter.

I taught English and speech  Chair for the unit as well as the
at Santa Cruz H.S. until district.

1967, then entered North-

As the departing M/N/O person, I
would like to remind units that in
western University in If I'm not at the local library, the latter part of January you will
Evanston Illinois. In 19691 then I am at the wonderful be receiving membership tally
received a Master’'s Degree  computer lab at the Sr. Center. forms.
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More News From Our
New District Committee
Members

BARBARA MARK-SECRETARY

Barbara currently serves the Nevada
City UMC as Lay Leader. A position she
has held for many years. She comes to
our district team with 24 years of being
the Secretary for the Church Council.

While Barbara’s active service to UMW
is new, her commitment to being a
United Methodist is not. Barbara was
the first Secretary for the Nevada City
church. The Pastor at that time , do-
nated from her own salary to pay Bar-
bara, because of her great skills.

Barbara and Don have made their
home in Nevada City for over 30 years.
Barbara is a Stephen Minister, going on
the walk to Emmaus and has been in
the church choir for years. She joins
our district team for a new adventure-
are you ready, also? She will be our
Secretary, please welcome her to UMW,
and get to know this very special lady.

“Susan Kopp. Each attendee will descide what

JOYCE LINDNER-NOMINATIONS/CA SOCIAL
ACTION

My home church is Pioneer United Methodist
Church in Auburn, CA. I am a fairly new mem-
ber, joining the church in August of 2006.
However, my Methodist “roots” go a long way
back, as a child I attended my grandmother’s
church in Ione, CA. My husband and I were
married in that very same church 31 years ago.
We are a blended family with two daughters
and two sons. We have been blessed with 8
grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren. As a
very new member of the Nominations commit-
tee I would like to become involved at the
grass roots level and help in what ever way I
can to further the ideals of Christianity and the
United Methodist Women. *EDITOR-involved
she is, as also the California Social Action
helper. We have found it wise to have persons
monitoring both Legislators, CA and NV. Linda
Getschman is the Social Action Chair and NV

CAST YOUR VOTE ON 1/26/08
Leadership Training Day

“We are going to look at goals for the district
for 2008 and beyond,” says District President

PAGE 2
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Please be prepared to vote on these
items as goals for the District:

Prayer Calendar’s for each unit.

Response Magazine subscriptions each
unit.

Mission Maps for each unit.

Fair Trade coffee and no Styrofoam
used in each church.

Everyone achieve Five Star and Mission
Today unit status.

At least one attendee from each church
to the Mission Event in August.

Regular attendance at District events.

Publish a calendar with all unit events to
support each other.

RESULTS OF THE SOCIAL ACTION CHALLENGE

Linda Gestchman- District Social Action
Chairman

The district Social Action challenge for
school kits for UMCOR (United Method-
ist Center Of Relief) was a big success.
Over 200 kits were sent to Sager-
Brown in LA. Many units contributed to
the challenge. Some units have
descided to sew the school kits during
the year and fill them during back to
school sales. Health kits were also a
big push for some units. Other units
have ongoing projects locally and feel
these projects are what they can han-
dle at this time. I found the United
Methodist Women's units to be very
caring about what can be done to

benefit folks locally, nationally, and
internationally. 2007 has been a good
year, and I look forward to working
with the units in 2008.

send someone from your unit to the
VP workshop who can bring back to
unit the really good, important infor-
mation you need. There will be a few

“Program Books available. Hopefully,
all units will be represented—we can
inspire each other and work together

Program notes from the
VP

Mary Liebke-Vice President and in
charge of Program has a message for
all of us. “COME TO THE LEADERSHIP
TRAINING DAY and please, if you don't
_have a vice-president in your unit or
someone in charge of programming,

to plan for a wonderful, mission-filled

“Don’t Miss the Boat”

Join us at the Leadership Train-
ing Day at Grass Valley UMC
Grass Valley, CA.

“What is new with Nevada/Sierra Units ???2?2???2??2?2???

Contributed by Geneie Cunnyngham
the Secretary for the CA/NV Confer-
ence and a member of Sparks UMW,

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it unto
the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it unto me.” Mat-
thew 25:40. These words of our Lord
inspired the Sparks Unit to action. We
threw a baby shower for the Casa de
Vida Shelter for homeless, unwed
pregnant girls-ages 12-25. The baby
gifts were presented to the Director of
the of the home during WORLD THANK

OFFERING PROGRAM on November 17.
May God bless the work done in honor of
the least of these.

WATCH FOR WHAT ELSE SPARKS HAS DONE
IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER.

PIONEER (AUBURN) contributes:

Our unit held its annual Christmas Dinner
on December 7 with a record number atten-
dees-115! It's a special occasion-people
like to come in Christmas outfits, we deco-

- rate to the hilt and serve a “gourmet” meal.

This year’s menu: Roast Pork Tender-
loin with cranberry/port wine sauce;
a baked potato medley; green peas
with pearl onions and prosciutto; spe-
cial green salad; and lemon filled jelly
roll. Our Handbell Choir entertained,
we awarded our Special Recognition
Pin, and installed new Officers for
2008. This is our gift to the congre-
gation and it's a perfect way to show
non-members how we work together
as a team— and encourage them to
join us.




Breathing in God’'s mercy

bowing ‘neath the cleansing

flood;

Breathing out the guilt and sin

now covered by His Blood.

Breathing in a firm desire

“The spirit of God has
made me, and the breath
of the Almighty gives me
life.”

Job 33:4 (NASB)

http:/ /new.gbgm-umc.org/UMW/
response-magazine

MISSION RESOURCE CENTER
http://
www.missionresourcecenter.org

'EVERYTHING I NEED TO KNOW ABOUT LIFE, I LEARNED FROM NOAH'S ARK

1) Don’t miss the boat.

2) Remember that we are all in the

same boat.

3) Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining
when Noah built the Ark.

4) Stay fit. When you are 600

years old, someone may ask you to

do something really big.

5) Don't listen to critics; just get on
with the job that needs to be done.

6) Build your future on high
ground.

7) For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.

8) Speed isn’'t always an advan-
tage. The snails were on board
with the cheetahs.

9) When you are stressed float
a while.

10)Remember, the Ark was
built by amateurs; The Titanic
by professionals.

11)No matter the storm, when
you are with God, there’s al-
ways a rainbow waiting...

QUOTES

“ GOD DOES NOT BELIEVE IN
ATHEISTS, THEREFORE, ATHE-
ISTS DO NOT EXIST”—Baptist
church sign

“Don’t be so open minded
that your brains fall out”"—
SEEN ON AN Assembly Church sign

“There are some questions that can't be
answered by Google.”-Presbyterian sign

'NOMINATIONS

Nominations Chair Consultant Sandie Hartman

The Nominations Committee Joyce Lindner, Joanne Morine, Gwen

Apodaca, and Edith Isidoro-Mills are currently looking for some enthu-

siastic people to join the District Executive Committee. We need a
person to fill the MEMBERSHIP, NUTURE, AND OUTREACH position.
M/N/O makes connections between units and people. They refer the

count of the units to conference. We also need a Nominations Chair
to help these fine women to network and seek out interested women.

The position of RETREAT COOR-
DINATOR is available. The posi-
tion makes sure we have food, a
program and a place to sleep for
the district retreat. The coordi-
nator does not do these jobs
herself, only makes sure there is
someone in charge of each as-
pect of the retreat. We are
working on 2009 at this point.













